The European Evangelical Alliance’s Socio-Political Approach

By EEA’s Public Policy Authorisation Team, Autumn 2005.

“We affirm that we must demonstrate God’s love visibly by caring for those who are deprived of justice, dignity, food and shelter.

We affirm that the proclamation of God’s Kingdom of justice and peace demands the denunciation of all injustice and oppression, both personal and structural; we will not shrink from this prophetic witness.” (Manila Manifesto affirmations 8 & 9)

EEA wholeheartedly supports these two affirmations, and paragraphs 5 & 13 of the Lausanne Covenant on “Christian Social Responsibility” and Freedom and Persecution”
.  The EEA believes that the demonstration of God’s character and values is central to Christian faith, hinting at Christ’s Kingdom on earth and reflecting Christ the King.  Christian people are called to point to Christ through actions which strengthen justice and righteousness, acts of compassion to the needy and efforts to tackle the underlying causes of need. Words alone are not enough: and Jesus’ command to “Love your neighbour” has immense socio-political implications.  
Demonstrating God’s character, being Christ’s ambassadors
 is an impossible task but one to which Christians are called.  The EEA believes that Christian socio-political action should always be rooted in: -  

1. Dependence on God.  His enabling brings value to human effort. Prayer is crucial. 

2. Humility.  Human beings can never speak fully and perfectly for Christ, because He is beyond any person’s full understanding.  Christians sometimes risk damaging Christ’s reputation and the spread of the Good News by inappropriate political actions and words.  

3. Good relationships.  Jesus was relational, reflecting grace, treating everyone with dignity. His followers should do likewise! All relationships with politicians should be to bless rather than ‘use’ them.  

4. Breadth.  Christians should aim to reflect Jesus as well as possible: his justice and hatred of sin, conflict and oppression and his mercy, compassion and love for all people and at every stage of life.  

5. Political Independence.  Jesus was political but steered clear of political structures.  Christ’s concerns transcend labels of “left” and “right”.  No political party is ever infallible.  Individual Christians can, and probably should join political parties, being a positive influence within them.  However, EEA believes that Churches and Evangelical Alliances should be independent of party politics and government, fulfilling a biblical and constitutional responsibility to participate in the democratic process, seeking to persuade society that God’s values are best for all.

6. Truth and Professionalism.  Christian people base their political beliefs and aims on biblical truth, taking care not to use Scripture simply to confirm pre-formed political ideas.  Christian people should base their political actions on political truth, never simply believing rumours or taking short cuts in monitoring and analysis.  EEA does not expect politicians to listen because it represents millions of individuals and thousands of churches.  It expects others to listen when it has something relevant to contribute to the political debate and when these ideas are presented professionally.  

7. Accountability.  Entering the public arena as Christians is a difficult calling.  A politically diverse accountability group is a helpful safeguard.  EEA’s socio-political team is accountable to the General Secretary and therefore, to all of EEA’s members.  Their work is also guided by the EEA’s Public Policy Authorisation Team, whose membership is approved by the EEA’s General Assembly.

EEA believes that only Jesus’ return will herald the end of the battle against evil and allow the establishment of a perfect society.  However, the EEA is convinced that God’s people are called to be salt and light in every area of life, doing what they can to stop decay, expose injustice and, instead, bring flavour and hope to life.    

Christians in the public arena have not always brought hope.  Others have sometimes chosen to hide from their public responsibilities.  However, the EEA thanks God for the countless examples of Christian believers who have blessed European society through the centuries. Jan Amos Comenius, from 17th century Bohemia, for example, changed the way children were educated; Elizabeth Fry, from 19th century Britain was instrumental in changing the way prisoners were treated for ever; the work of Josephine Butler, also from 19th century Britain, led to laws to protect children from sexual exploitation and minimum rights for prostitutes; Friedrich Wilhelm Raiffeisen, from 19th century Germany, provided cooperative banks for thousands of poor farmers.  

The EEA thanks God for the countless Christian politicians, civil servants, journalists, educators, lobbyists, campaigners, businesspeople, doctors and others who seek to follow in their footsteps today.  

EEA believes that Christians are called both to proclaim and to be Good News.  

For more information about EEA’s socio-political approach across Europe, please contact

Julia Doxat-Purser, eea@community-house.co.uk
For more information about EEA’s socio-political work in Brussels, please contact

Christel Ngnambi, christel.ngnambi@europeanea.org 
� Lausanne Covenant para. 5 “We affirm that God is both the Creator and the Judge of all men. We therefore should share his concern for justice and reconciliation throughout human society and for the liberation of men from every kind of oppression. Because mankind is made in the image of God, every person, regardless of race, religion, colour, culture, class, sex or age, has an intrinsic dignity because of which he should be respected and served, not exploited. Here too we express penitence both for our neglect and for having sometimes regarded evangelism and social concern as mutually exclusive. Although reconciliation with man is not reconciliation with God, nor is social action evangelism, nor is political liberation salvation, nevertheless we affirm that evangelism and socio-political involvement are both part of our Christian duty. For both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and man, our love for our neighbour and our obedience to Jesus Christ. The message of salvation implies also a message of judgment upon every form of alienation, oppression and discrimination, and we should not be afraid to denounce evil and injustice wherever they exist. When people receive Christ they are born again into his kingdom and must seek not only to exhibit but also to spread its righteousness in the midst of an unrighteous world. The salvation we claim should be transforming us in the totality of our personal and social responsibilities. Faith without works is dead.”    (Acts 17:26, 31; Gen. 18:25; Isa.1:17; Psa. 45:7; Gen.1:26-27; Jas. 3:9; Lev. 19:128; Luke 6:27,35; Jas. 2:14-26; John 3:3,5; Matt. 5:20; 6:33; 2 Cor. 3:18; Jas. 2:20)


Para. 13 “it is the God-appointed duty of every government to secure conditions of peace, justice and liberty in which the church may obey God, serve the Lord Christ, and preach the gospel without interference.  We therefore pray to the leaders of the nations and call upon them to guarantee freedom of thought and conscience, and freedom to practise and propagate religion in accordance with the will of God and as ser forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  We also express our deep concern for all who have been unjustly imprisoned, and especially for our brethren who are suffering for their testimony to the Lord Jesus.  We promise to pray and work for their freedom.  At the same time, we refuse to be intimidated by their fate.  God helping us, we too will seek to stand against injustice and to remain faithful to the Gospel, whatever the cost.  We do not forget the warnings of Jesus that persecution is inevitable.”  (1 Tim. 1:1-4; Acts 4:19; 5:29; Col 3:24; Heb. 13:103; Luke 4:18; Gal. 5:11; 6:12; Matt. 5:10-12; John 15:18-21)





� 2 Cor. 5:20.
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