IMPACT



IN THE PUBLIC ARENA
EEA’s Socio-Political Team, working together with EEA’s members.

Impact! In Brussels

Is it OK to use human embryos (human life in the first stages) for research? We say NO. The European Parliament says NO, but the European Commission says Yes! This situation has created some tension between the EU-Commission and the EU-Parliament this autumn and winter. 73 MEPs signed a letter to Mr. Barroso, the President of the EU-Commission  (I helped connect people together to make this possible). He answered very positively that if the MEPs suggested amendments, these “will be considered by the Commission in the further legislative procedure”.

Early in January 2006 there was a conference on the matter in the Parliament, and here some of the speakers said that: “It is just those Catholics who do not like research on stem cells.” Partly because of this expression I decided to write a letter to the rapporteur of the matter in Parliament Mr. Jerzy Buzek, telling him that on behalf of 10 million Evangelicals in 35 countries I could inform him, that we agree with the Catholics in this matter and do not support research on embryos. 

A week or so afterwards I heard from several sources that my letter had been very positively received. During the following weeks in Brussels and Strasbourg several MEPs told me that they appreciated the letter to Mr. Buzek and found that it might have a positive influence on the development of the case. Thanks to Julia for the cooperation regarding this letter. 

This spring is going to be very exciting. Is the EU going to financially support the use of embryos on human life in the first stages for research? Or will the Commission listen to the European Parliament and others like EEA? Many other Christians are working on this as well. Pray that we may succeed in stopping legislation and / or financial support for projects which will use human life as a “thing”, which we may use exactly as we want to. 

This is just one of the many stories I could tell you about the work in Brussels. Also I am thankful that I have had chances to meet people from the EU-institutions and support them spiritually. This winter I have had a couple of experiences in which God’s intervention concerning timing etc. is clearly seen. Being in the right place at the right time for a person who is in need - that makes all the struggles seem worthwhile!

Many other things are exciting this spring. We have applied for funding from several places, and we are hoping and praying that we will receive a positive response from some of the foundations. Pray also with us that we may succeed in our fundraising activities. We know that the ministry in Brussels is very important, and every week I realize this more and more. Monitoring, contacting people, networking, communication are just “words” for the different very important areas of a ministry, that may reach far beyond what we could do, if we did not have this office in operation.

Together we can do so much more!  If you want more details about what I am doing in Brussels, please, contact me.

Blessings from your representative in Brussels,

Tove Videbaek 

tove.videbaek@europeanea.org  

www.europeanea.org
Rue Archiméde 57, B-1000 Brussels.

Tel: +32 27 32 16 08, 

Mobile: +32 495 82 91 57.      

Impact across Europe

A Pastor in Sweden (Pastor Green) faced the threat of prison after preaching on homosexuality.  His case eventually went to the Supreme Court – where he was acquitted.  EEA religious liberty coordinator, Julia Doxat-Purser, knew that this case was important for the rest of Europe, and thanks God for the positive outcome and the example of the Swedish Evangelical Alliance in the situation.

What to do when the world screams “Bigot”?

In most of Europe, homosexual practice is a topic of heated public discussion, with accusations of homophobia often made on one side of the debate. Christians must condemn violence and hatred of homosexual people; and should also continue to speak up for God’s best for human sexual relationships with confidence, even in the face of vehement criticism.  

In Sweden, the law states that you cannot “express contempt” for homosexuals as a group.  Pastor Green preached a sermon that was said to have broken this law.  Much of the media and political world became very excited at his conviction but those concerned about freedom of thought and expression were horrified.  While Sweden awaited Green’s appeal, a heated public debate ensued.  But was anyone really listening to anyone else?
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Mats Tunehag, Chair of the Swedish EA and editor of “Världen Idag”, a national newspaper, did not get sucked into this storm of words.  He refused to comment on Green’s sermon.  What would be the point?  Instead, he and his colleagues calmly focused not on homosexuality and Green’s language but on the core of the issue: freedom of speech for all, including Christians and homosexuals.   

Having identified this core issue, Mats assembled an international network for prayer and legal support to change Swedish public opinion.  While people may not have liked what Green had said, did they want to undermine freedom of speech in Sweden?  Did they want a court to review preachers’ sermons?  Mats’ team focused on the public arena, not Christian circles, because it was the public they needed to convince.  They persuaded public figures (including a Communist atheist and a gay activist) to speak up for freedom of speech.  “We commissioned statements and articles from lawyers and politicians from around the world, dealing mainly with legal arguments,” says Mats Tunehag.  “Our focus was on defending freedom of speech, NOT a particular religious belief or group.”

Eventually, arguments and prayer led to public opinion starting to change.  The case against Green was dismissed.  The Supreme Court stressed “the importance of the widest possible freedom of expression in political, religious, professional, scientific and cultural matters.”  Whether Green’s beliefs were legitimate was irrelevant. They felt that to imprison Green would have broken the European Convention of Human Rights.

Praise God for that Convention and for the outcome of this case. And let’s learn from the Swedish EA’s example: not to get sucked into fruitless arguments when others shout at us, but instead to stay calm, focus on the core problem, get advice and prayer support and then get our message across in terms that the wider world can understand. 

Best wishes from Julia Doxat-Purser

 eea@community-house.co.uk      

