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he Lord is sovereign. So why are some 
political decisions far from God’s will? 

Why are our lobbying “successes” rare?  
Seeking to influence politics can be 
frustrating. 
 
There is no easy answer. Normal politics is 
the art of the possible: only dictators can 
avoid regular disappointments. Only so 
much is possible in our pluralist and 
complicated societies. 
 
When the Council of Europe’s recent 
abortion report passed, declaring that 
abortion was a woman’s human right, I was 
frustrated.  We had prayed and worked 
hard.  “What did you really expect?” asked a 
friend.  I had hoped for more because our 
arguments were reasonable and because 
so many were praying.   
 
But the abortion report campaign teaches 
us something else.  Influencing politics can 
also be easy.  Our joint efforts changed the 
report.  The text now says that sex 
education should be holistic, encouraging 
the delay of sexual activity and getting 
young people to consider consequences 
and responsibilities.  It says women should 
be given practical and counselling support.  
Only abortion within reasonable gestational 
limits should be available.     
 
These significant amendments were passed 
despite many weaknesses:- 
 

1. We had to react quickly because 
the draft report was not available 
beforehand. 

2. EEA does not have the resources 
to build a working relationship with 
the Council of Europe.  We could 
not afford to go to Strasbourg. 

3. Many national Evangelical 
Alliances who contacted their 
national politicians had little or no 
experience of influencing these 
individuals. 

 
However, we know the power of prayer.  We 
also have the strength of our network of 
relationships within EEA and beyond, 

especially with CARE.  This enabled 
immediate cooperation and trust.  Finally, 
we have the strength of campaigning 
experience, understanding what kind of 
arguments to use and how to present 
them.   
 
Transforming the direction of politics is 
hard.  But a certain level of political 
influence need not be hard.  We should 
not simply jump in and hope for the best.  
We must act professionally, graciously 
and prayerfully. When we lose our good 
reputation in the public arena, we lose 
influence for years. Careful long-term 
monitoring, building relationships with 
politicians and reasoned discussion is 
more effective than one-off campaigning: 
but sometimes one-off work makes a 
difference. 
 
Thank you to all who prayed and used the 
tools we sent on the abortion report: the 
advice, the briefs for politicians and the 
draft amendments.  The Spanish Alliance 
was particularly thrilled because it was a 
Spanish MP who spoke up with our 
amendments.  He is Catholic but had 
trusted the arguments that Evangelicals 
had given him.  This does not often 
happen in Spain. 
 
If you have not felt able to campaign, can 
we encourage you to consider joining in 
next time, trusting our tools and seeing 
what God makes possible?  Political 
lobbying can be successful.   
 
We would also be delighted if you would 
let us know which political issues are of 
interest to you: that will help us to target 
our requests more effectively.  And do let 
us know if you would like any advice, 
training or other support to influence the 
politics of your nation. 
 
Political influencing is hard.  Praise God 
that it is not impossible.  And praise God 
that He simply calls us to be faithful. 
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hristival , the 

largest 
Christian youth 
event in Germany, 
took place in 
Bremen from 30th 
April to 4th May. 
‘Jesus bewegt’—
‘Jesus moves’—
was the motto of 
the whole event, 
with young people 
being taught and 
called to move God 
on earth. The 
16,000 German-
speaking and international young people there loved 
the event. 
 
Throughout Europe—and indeed much of western 
evangelicalism—, a real sense of vision and calling 
by God to ‘do something’ about today’s world is 
really gaining ground, and God only knows what will 
come out of this momentum in  10 or 20 years’ time.  
 
The story of the recent election of Hungarian 
Member of the European Parliament László Surján 

caught the attention of several: taking place, as it did, 
in the midst of cultural and political opposition.  

Who knows, maybe the German Chancellor in 2028 
was at Christival last week? 
 
A movement spearheaded by the gay lobby, allying 
anti-religious movements and even some churches, 
focused on Christival’s evangelical views on 
homosexuality and abortion and demonstrated 
violently twice next to the venue. However, organisers 
and participants chose not to be “like coals to burning 
wood and wood to a fire”, as wisdom has it in Proverbs 
29:21. For this, they received acknowledgements even 
from the mayor of Bremen. But this opposition is 
certainly an opportunity as well, confronting the youth 
with reality, “exposing the opponents’ apparent 
obsession with homosexuality and abortion,” as a local 
leader from the Evangelical Alliance wisely 
commented, and providing an opportunity to respond 
with grace and truth, reflecting the reality of the power 
of Christ today. 
 
Many of these 16,000 young people are going to take 
their life calling seriously and impact our world for the 
Lord. May the whole Church of Christ in Europe be 
moved by Jesus, for the Lord’s sole glory.
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rench-speaking  Evangelicals from Belgium, 
France and Switzerland have adopted a solemn 

declaration on active citizenship, signed by many 
representatives as the crowning achievement of a 
major Ethics Congress. 
 
The second European Evangelical Protestant Ethics 
Congress took place in Strasbourg (France) 23-25 
May this year. The event was spearheaded by a 
French ev angelical NGO, CPDH (Evangelical 
Protestant Committee for Human Dignity), and was 
kick-started in the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg with, among others, several MEPs and 
EEA’s General Secretary Gordon Showell-Rogers. 
 
Together with 700 participants, the Congress 
brought together the crème de la crème of French-
speaking ev angelical leaders, such as world-
renowned theologian Henri Blocher and France’s 
former Minister of Health Georgina Dufoix, as well 

as several other politicians, civil servants and social 
entrepreneurs, and various representatives from 
French-speaking Evangelical Alliances in Belgium, 
Switzerland and France.  
 
The event was pan-European in scope. Members of 
the European Parliament who contributed to the 
event included UK’s Malcolm Harbour and 
Slovakia’s Anna Záborská. The latter gave an 
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impressive lecture on how religion, values and 
politics relate to each other in secularised regimes 
such as Europe’s and France’s 
particular case. Brussels-based EEA and CARE for 
Europe were also represented. 
 
The final declaration, entitled Christians and  
Citizens, which affirms that Christians “strive to 
promote justice and peace, as well as good 
relationships within society … for the good of the 
human community” and that they are “attached to 
the state’s neutral stance on  
religious issues”, aims at restating the hope and 
values of the evangelical faith. It also calls Christians 
to take seriously their responsibilities towards the 
welfare of society through socio-political 
involvement, which was acknowledged as “part of 
our duties as Christians.” The European Evangelical 
Alliance, as a co-organiser of the Ethics Congress 
and much involved in the drafting of this text, signed 
the declaration together with eight other 
organisations. 

Journalists—secular and religious alike—, at the 
Congress commended its quality, its seriousness 
and its energy. There was even one very positive 
cover title on a national press weekly, “Evangelicals: 
Getting Clichés Over With”, with a very positive two 
page report on what Evangelicals stand for in 
France.  
 
The Ethics Congress is a very encouraging example 
of a wider movement gaining ground throughout 
Europe: Christians understanding that they need to 
be involved in the world, wherever they are called, to 
be salt and light in society. To use the words of the 
conclusion of a French journalist’s paper: 
 
Don’t be misguided: Evangelicals, tonic, efficient, 
with their unsinkable good mood and their indelible 
faith, are not about to stop to making noise yet. 
May this be a prophecy! 

CLN 
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