European Evangelical Alliance General Secretary’s presentation: 
Athens ‘04
The Way Forward Together …

1. Our context
· Highly secularised (in contrast to the rest of the world)

· But, with a continued awareness of spiritual issues. No surprise to us! (Ecclesiastes 3 v 11, Psalm 19 vv 1-4, Romans 1 v. 20). 

· We are a minority among many minorities. NB one of those is the Muslim minority in our nations. Please take Islam seriously, and engage with Muslim friends. I commend Chawkat Moucarry’s “Faith to Faith”, and Peter Riddell/ Peter Cotterell’s book “Islam in conflict”

· So, we are one of many minorities. 

· Our 21st century situation is not more difficult than the situation for the early Christians in the first three centuries of the Christian era!

· Our greatest need is not for a change of external circumstances: our greatest need is for deliverance from spiritual comfort and complacency! We need God: as does the rest of our continent!
2. Our identity
European
Negatively, being European includes all the baggage of historical conflict. We all carry historical conflict in our identities: and for many of us, those conflicts have flared up again in very recent years.

Negatively, being European also includes a post-colonial guilt for many of us.

Positively, being European brings with it a rich and varied cultural and spiritual heritage, for which we thank God. 

European identity does not mean being white! Different ethnicities have mixed with one another for centuries in Europe. And we have less excuse than any for racism, because Europe has been shaped by the Book, with its powerful emphasis on all humanity being created in the image of God; and its clear teaching about equality before God (see e.g. Acts 10, 11 and 15, and James 2, but also 5 Moses 10 vv 17ff, 2 Chronicles 19 v 7, 1 Timothy 5 v 21). All forms of racism are sin

Evangelical

In these days, we need to be clearer than ever about what is truly True. The whole world is living as if there is no true truth (only what makes me happy): we must help people understand that there is a God, and that He has spoken! And what He says describes the way that things are and will be! And He has spoken most clearly in His Son and in His Book! And we must remind one another of these things: because we are all under pressure from society, to lose sight of true Truth, and to deny the Uniqueness of Christ.

Alliance
We must keep thinking about what Alliance is. It is not about cloning people to be like us. It is not about empire building. It is not about finding the lowest common denominator. It is about those of us who love Him and believe His word, praying and working together to change the world. It is about expressing our organic unity, so that God is glorified and Jesus is revealed to the world!

3. Our Priorities as EEA this year. Given our limited resources, what are we aiming to do together this coming year? 

A). United Evangelical Voice to the European Institutions
We recognise the need for effective monitoring, analysis and lobbying in the EU.  Articles 47 and 52 are fascinating and encouraging elements in the Constitutional Treaty, in the light of which we have a corporate responsibility to respond. 

My personal conviction is that we must appoint a full-time person in Brussels. That is a very serious funding challenge. But we must represent Europe’s evangelicals into the EU!  Our commitment is to Public as well as to Private life, as we have been saying clearly (though perhaps not loudly enough), for example in our submissions to the Convention on the Future of Europe; and as the French EA is now saying so clearly. God is NOT ONLY interested in private spirituality. 

B). Building Effective Partnerships

We believe in the vital need to partner together as far as possible, across Europe: in Brussels, and beyond.

We have concrete plans for conversation about developing partnerships this coming year, especially with the wider Hope for Europe constituency

C).  Developing the General Assembly further
The context of this gathering is 

· The relational core of our faith (the Triune God being relational, and being about restored relationships)

· The need to think and act strategically across Europe and in our shared commitment to the wider world beyond Europe

· The secularised early 21st century post-Christian nature of the region

In a fast-changing world, this is the opportunity to seek God together about the way forward in our nations and across the region.

We meet to
· Connect

· Envision one another

· Agree common courses of action

· Equip/train/mutually resource (models of good practice, creative ideas)

· Encourage one another in our respective areas of responsibility (national Alliances, Mission agencies, and Hope for Europe networks)

· Empower one another

D). Strengthening National Evangelical Alliances
Part of our strategy is to think about health! Derek Copley has produced a paper (Healthy Alliance), which we discussed at our last Staff Retreat and at the most recent EEA Executive Committee (ExCo) meeting. We are committed to helping one another to become healthier.

Another part of our strategy is visits. Many of us continue to visit national Alliances. Speaking very personally, I have greatly enjoyed my visits this last year. I love being with national Alliances!

Other ways that we want to strengthen National Alliances are listed in the conference documentation. A very big thank you to all who are quietly helping to strengthen national Alliances in countries outside their own!

E). Communication
We know that we must improve our communications: internally and externally. This year has seen some progress, but we have a long way to go.

Ramona Ramsahadeo and I make personal communication the highest priority, and we both respond to e-mails, letters, and telephone calls as quickly as we can. But we long to be able to take more initiative in communication.

One of the many things that Ramona has achieved this year is setting up the new EEA website: it is the initial building block in our communications strategy.

Concluding thoughts

This year, I am allowing myself to finish on a very personal note. It has been a difficult year for us, with some difficult pressures (non-EEA or family): but hard times are often times in which we learn a lot. Two things have become even more real to me:

1. I have been reminded that weakness is good (2 Corinthians 1 vv. 3-6, 4 vv. 7ff, 11 v. 30, 12 v. 9 etc). We are all fragile. Even a strong wind can destroy us. And all that we do is fragile. The EEA is fragile, in many ways. But that is healthy: because we know we are totally dependent on the grace of God, for everything!

2. I am even more convinced that relationships are central to life. I wish I knew how to say this more strongly! I am convinced that unless our relationships are meaningful, our words are meaningless. (1 John 4 vv. 7-21)

We need to be biblical in the ways that we say things. And we need to be biblical in the ways that we live, and particularly in our relationships. Being Christian is about becoming more integrated with the lives of others (because the Triune God is Persons in relationship). 

Final comments:

Early 21st century Europe needs personal salvation, it needs communities of believers, and it needs Bible Truth reflected in compassionate action, in private and public life. 

Please God that our combined weakness, as we integrate more closely with one another, would be the kind of strength that would bring glory to the Living God and would transform our world this coming year!

Gordon Showell-Rogers 

European Evangelical Alliance General Secretary

October 2004

Reading this year:

Eins: wie wir Christen glaubwuerdig werden. Rudolf Westerheide 

The Futures of Evangelicalism. Craig Bartholomew et al

Hey Nostradamus. Douglas Coupland

The R option Michael Schluter and David John Lee 

Faith to Faith: Christianity and Islam in dialogue. Chawkat Moucarry 

Islam in Conflict. Peter Riddell and Peter Cotterell 

Can it be true? Michael Wakeley

Faith, Hope, and Homosexuality. ACUTE report 

Living in the Presence of the Future. Roy McCloughry 

Today Matters. John C. Maxwell

Café Europa. Slavenka Drakulic

Good News about Injustice. Gary Haugen
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