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The European Evangelical Alliance brings together both the national Evangelical Alliances of Europe and a number of pan-European Christian agencies. It serves as a meeting place, as a platform for common action, and as a voice for Europe's Evangelicals.  The members of the EEA share the desire to help one another to be contemporary Christian communities which influence and transform our wider communities.  This text is the result of a general consultation of National Alliances and Affiliate Members on the meaning of the European Union and its future.

THE EUROPEAN UNION – 

AN EVANGELICAL PERSPECTIVE

Living on a privileged continent. The citizens' voice

A community of values

All the citizens represented in the EEA believe strongly that the EU must be a community of values: we believe that the values of reconciliation, mutual tolerance and acceptance, which drew our forefathers together in the early days of the ECSC, are those which are most likely to lead to a stable future for the whole continent. We are conscious of living on a continent that has been privileged culturally as well as economically for many centuries: and believe that this privilege brings responsibility with it.

The long-term roots of the Union (Greco-Roman and Christian) and its immediate 20th century foundations, have emphasised the values we promote and defend today: tolerance, democracy, human rights, respect for individuals.  

Diversity of values - a definition of tolerance

Even if most people agree that the EU has to be a community of values, we must recognise that the meaning of these "values" are different from group to group, and even sometimes from individual to individual.   The words "freedom" and "tolerance" are often quoted as the principal values of European culture.  But the words clearly need defining.  Freedom and tolerance for any kind of behaviour could lead to a society of selfish individuals who would, in the end, be a danger to each other, and to the wider world.  The freedom of an individual is always limited by the freedom of his or her neighbour.  Values and rights must be seen in the wider context of a community made up of individuals who are responsible for the common good of their group and for each other's welfare.  Sometimes rights can clash in ways that cannot be reconciled.  We have to promote a willingness to lay down one's rights in given situations.   

Our understanding of tolerance is an "active" one: respect for all people within a diversity of cultures, lifestyles and beliefs.  One implication of this understanding is that full religious freedom, with the free choice to have and practice a religion and to choose or to change one's religion and is essential.

The European Union should allow people to be who they are at every level: community, country, family, and in a society made of individuals, but also to apply this criterion of freedom within the framework of moral responsibility.  This moral context would create an environment in which individuals serve each other according to their skills, making subsidiarity not only a political, but also a social concept.

The role of the European Union and local governments

The role of the European Union in this context would be to be the guarantor of these values and freedoms of all citizens.  Member States should guarantee these values and freedoms within their territories.  We could imagine a covenant between the European Union and the people ensuring that the Union will play this role of guarantor. 

With regard to political power, subsidiarity should be exercised at every level.  The EU should guarantee the values and the common heritage of all European people, whereas local and national governments should apply them at their level, while guaranteeing the cultural identity of their people.

Europe should care for the common good of all citizens, from the weakest to the strongest.  Fighting poverty and misery should be one of its primary objectives within the Union itself.  Europe, as a privileged region of the world, must make more efforts to improve the living conditions of people in less favoured parts of the world.  This is not only a moral duty, but it would also help to alleviate migratory pressures.

Conclusion

 We need courageous politicians to recognise before the people that constant economic growth is not necessarily to be expected forever: there must be changing expectations about economic consumption. 

The European Community must be a space where human rights are respected everywhere.  Nevertheless this respect will sometimes include sacrifice, in other words the respect for the human rights will sometimes necessitate the giving up of these rights.  

The respect of rights must not be limited to the Union; it must include recognition of the rights of less privileged countries, with which the European states should share their resources and knowledge.   

This view of a Europe aiming at the good of its citizens and of other countries is perhaps ideal, but we believe that Europe can only be strong and healthy if it takes a lead in service and sacrifice. The Union needs courageous politicians to lead it and to encourage respect and sacrifice among citizens and Member States.

