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Week of Prayer Material – 2005 : Prepared by Norwegian Evangelical Alliance
The Evangelical Alliance Week of Prayer early in January was first held in January 1861.  It is now part of a wider series of international prayer movements that take many forms: but this special Week of Prayer continues to create a context for Europe’s Evangelicals to pray together.  Together, in towns and cities all over the continent, we spend time with people from different Churches, focussing on God and on His world: praying particularly about the desperate spiritual need of our dark continent.

These notes, kindly produced by the Norwegians this year, are intended to be a springboard for imagination.  Please feel free to adapt and amend them in any way that is helpful.  Please allow imaginations to roam free, under God, particularly as you think about how they could be used to encourage young people to pray together.  

For me one of the signs of hope in Europe, at this stage of history, is the commitment of many young people to praying together. Our prayer is that these notes will help us all, young and old, men and women, from different races and nations, and many different ecclesiastical traditions, to expect more from God in 2005.

May God hear and answer our prayers, as we seek Him, together!  I commend these notes to you.

Gordon Showell-Rogers
General Secretary

European Evangelical Alliance
Introduction

The Norwegian Council for Missions and Evangelism (NORME) was asked to provide a prayer guide for the prayer week in January 2005.  We have chosen The Lord’s prayer or rather The Lord’s prayer pattern as the theme for the prayer week in 2005.  We believe that this prayer is a good guide both to our individual and corporate prayers: that we should focus on God our Creator and Saviour and give Him all glory and power, but that we should also pray specifically for the things that occupy us, like our daily bread, what is God’s will on earth and how we can settle our conflicts and enjoy better relationships as God’s children.

The Lord’s prayer is really a ‘children’s prayer’, God’s children coming to our heavenly Father saying that we love Him and telling Him about our personal needs and the needs of the whole earth.

The proposal below is meant to be a guide to help each country make their own adaptations and add their own specific prayer requests.  Some prayer methods are suggested.  They might be used on some of the days in the prayer week to make prayer even more alive and new.

A commentator has written  ”The pattern of the Lord’s Prayer must be the pattern of all prayer, for it begins by giving God His proper place, and it goes on to take life’s past, present and future to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”

The Lord’s prayer pattern helps us to focus on God’s name, God’s kingdom on earth and God’s will, our practical needs, our own sins, our relationship to others and the need for protection from ourselves, the world and the Devil.  The prayers for Europe and the World in 2005 will follow this pattern. 

On behalf of NORME, the Evangelical Alliance in Norway,

Hans Thore Løvaas

The Bible quotations are from NIV

	Day
	Main theme: Teach us to pray!
	Items for devotion and prayer
	Suggested Methods

	SUNDAY
	Our Relationship to God 

"Our Father in heaven"  

“With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.” Luther
 A muslim woman became a Christian and wrote the book: “I dared to call Him Father!”  This message is unique to the Christian faith.  When we believe in Jesus Christ we become God’s children and may intimately turn to Him as our heavenly Father, give Him thanks and ask Him for all the things children usually do.


	Reading: Galatians 4,4-7: 

“4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”

We give thanks that through Jesus Christ we have received the full rights of sons, the Spirit in our hearts helping us to call on God as Abba, Father and also the promise of future inheritance.

We pray that many more of the unevangelized in our own country and in the unreached people groups of the world will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and become God’s children.

We pray for the following countries: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world: _____________________________________________________________________

	Prayer Posters

Throughout the prayer week your church or fellowship might put posters on the wall with the main theme of each day on the top, the Bible reference and some of the prayer items listed.  These would function as a reminder and a help to specific prayer whether praying in unison, in groups, through prayer walks or any other way.  Suggestion: use different colours and write out the text in very big letters.

This may be a help if you choose a traditional prayer method with the leaders praying from the pulpit and some few chosen who are asked to pray specifically and loudly, two or three.

They may remember to cover the prayer items on the poster for the day by glancing at the text from where they sit or stand.



	MONDAY
	Our Worship of God 

"Hallowed be your name"

“God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also.”  Luther 

So many in our part of the world have become secularised, deeply influenced by modernity, humanism and postmodernism, putting self and individualistic rights at the centre of everything. So many have a big Ego and a small god.  God’s name is not kept holy in our countries. May God help us to begin to understand how perfect, awesome, holy and worthy of praise, honour and glory He is!



	Reading: Romans 11, 33-36:

“33Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, 
and his paths beyond tracing out!  34"Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?" 35"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" 36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”

We confess that we have been influenced by humanism and secularism and have not kept God’s name holy amongst us as we should.

We pray for ourselves and for our congregations that we will have the right awe for God, worshiping Him as holy, holy, holy. Cfr. Hebrew 12,28-29:  “…. let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire."

We pray for the following countries: Bosnia, Bulgaria,

Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world: __________________________________________________________________

	Conversational prayer 

Conversational prayer might be used in a small congregation or in groups.  It requires a sensitive leader to facilitate the prayer experience. Instead of each one present praying once and covering many subjects, each one prays as many times as they wish.  Simple brief prayers are prayed, for only one subject at a time.

There may be 5 basic steps of conversational prayer, which form an easily recalled framework.  They are as follows:

1. Jesus is here.  The leader recites Matthew 18, 19-20 and encourages the participants to focus on the crucified and resurrected Saviour and Lord in silence.  

2. Thank you, Lord.  This is closely linked with the first step.  It is a natural response to the Presence of Jesus and the participants may speak out their thanks and praises in short sentences.

3. Help, me Lord.  In this step, confession and petition are the focus.  Personal confession should be done in silence while general confession and confessions the group have agreed on can be spoken loudly.

4. Help my brother and my sister.  Here we enter into the power of intercession, praying briefly for specific local, national, European and international needs.

5. Use me, Lord.  Here we put legs on our prayers and express our willingness to be a part of the answers to our own prayers.
With wise, clear and smooth leadership this way of praying may work out quite well and involve many in prayer.

	TUESDAY
	Gods lordship in the world 

"Your kingdom come"

“Truly God's Kingdom comes by itself, without our prayer. But we pray in this request that it come to us as well.” Luther
We acknowledge His kingdom and lordship in our hearts, in our country and to the ends of the earth. We pray that Christ will soon return and establish His earthly kingdom, the home of righteousness.


	Reading: Acts 1, 6-9
“6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.”

We pray for God’s kingdom to come in our hearts, in our country and to the ends of the earth.

We pray for increased church attendance and for establishment of many new churches in our land.

We pray for cross-cultural missionary work from “Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”.  We also pray for those missionaries who are coming to our own countries to help us.

We pray for the World Evangelical Alliance,
a global network of  7 regional and 121 national evangelical alliances, 104 organizational ministries and 6 specialized ministries serving the worldwide church through WEA.
We pray for the following countries: Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Iceland

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world:

__________________________________


	Prayer walk

One simple way of doing a prayer walk is to walk to different “stations” within the church building itself and stop in silence, praying for the different items mentioned on the posters at each station, or writing prayers on small sheets of paper and putting them in “prayer baskets” or lighting candles for the different persons, countries and needs mentioned.  It is a method of praying which may involve maximum participation.

Another way is to walk in small groups in the neighbourhood of the church stopping at suitable places praying for the local community and also remembering the wider world by having prayer walk leaders who remind us about prayer items further out in the world.  A "neighbourhood prayer walk" based on the Lord's Prayer by Roy Schulz may be found on http://www.retirementwithapurpose.com/neighborwalks.html.  When the groups return to the church building, they might want to share their experiences and close with a common prayer.

	WEDNESDAY
	Gods lordship and our obedience

"Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven"  

“The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also” Luther
We need to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. 




	Reading: Philippians 2, 12-18:

“12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 
14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour for nothing. 17But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.”
We give thanks for God’s revealed will amongst us in His Word.  

We pray that we will not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  ”Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  Romans 12,1

We pray that God’s will shall influence the legislation and the laws in our society. We pray for christian politicians and policymakers who are trying to secure a christian view of man, human rights and religious freedom in our societies.

The EEA has developed a public affairs team with a socio-political officer and a representative to the European Union. This team serves national Evangelical Alliances and helps them address issues of common concern, such as religious liberty and ethics questions.  Please pray for this ministry.
We pray for the following European countries (alphabetically): Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 

Latvia

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world: _________________________________________

_________________________________________

	Group prayer 

We might divide the congregation into smaller groups scattered around in the main room and adjacent smaller rooms.

Some general suggestions for group prayer:

1. Limit the size of your group (max. 8?)

2. Teach people how to pray

3. Gather prayer points from your group

4. Encourage short prayers

5. Do not coerce people into praying verbally

6. Keep a balance in prayer

7. Pray positive prayers

8. Make your groups Christ-centred

9. Be punctual. Start and finish on time.

10. Pastor each other.

11. Put legs on your prayers!

You might want to personalize the Lord’s prayer by taking all words written in plural and substitute “My Father”, and “me” throughout, and replace old-fashioned words such as “art”, “Hallowed”, etc. with words current in the vocabulary of today.  After having discussed the changes in each group, then each quietly prays the prayer by themselves.  After that the group might pray for requests taken from the posters on the walls and prayer needs coming up within the group itself.



	THURSDAY
	Our Sonship and daily needs 

"Give us today our daily bread" 

“Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbours, and the like.”  Luther
We should ask our Father each day to provide for our needs, just as He promised in His Holy Word. His Word says that we don't have, because we don't ask. Of course, we must first know God through His Son, our personal Lord and Saviour. If we don't know Christ, God won't acknowledge this request for daily provision. 



	Reading: Hebrews 13, 1-6:

“1Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  6So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"

We give thanks for all the good things we have received and express our willingness to share our resources with those who have less.
We pray for Christians involvement in social service, relief and rehabilitation and deaconal projects.

We pray for the following countries: Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, FYRO Macedonia, Malta, Moldova

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world:    _______________________________________________

________________________________________

	Thomas Mass

The Thomas Mass was developed in Finland through The evangelical Lutheran church in the mid 80-ies as a forum for prayer and praise to God for more or less homeless religious groups and seeking individuals: Taize people who wanted much silence and music, charismatics who emphasized prayer/intercession and work with sick people, liberals who wanted honesty and room for questions and doubt, conservatives who wanted to praise the living God, and others.
Here is a report from Helsinki which may be of interest for other European churches.  Maybe this is a way to have a church service with a lot of space for prayer, intercession at different stations, worship etc.:

“About one thousand people attend the St. Thomas Mass every Sunday evening and there is not sufficient seating capacity for everyone. This has been going on for ten years. The average age of those who attend is 30. 

When plans for the St. Thomas Mass were begun the goal was to develop a more urban version of the ordinary church service. The idea was also to develop a church service where the churchgoer does not need to feel that he or she has a strong faith. A person can doubt and believe at the same time.

The St. Thomas Mass has rejected the organ. The singing is accompanied by a jazz-style band. The sermon is lively. People also find it important to have opportunity for confession, intercession and pastoral care. Silence, icons and tapers also have their appeal in a wordless way.

It is also of significance that the mass begins at 6 p.m. on Sundays. It is good to go out in the evening, after a peaceful day spent at home or after other Sunday pastimes.

The St. Thomas Mass requires a large number of volunteers. In Helsinki 70 assistants are needed, and they have always been found. Participation gives a sense of fellowship, but people have equally the right to be recipients and nothing more.

The St. Thomas Mass has spread to 150 localities around Finland and to several European countries. The people who do the planning come from very different spiritual backgrounds: conservatives and radicals, friends of silence and charismatics. (Information Center of the Lutheran Church of Finland 4.5.1998)”

	FRIDAY
	Our Sonship and Fellowship 

"Forgive us our debts (or transgressions) as we also have forgiven our debtors (transgressors)" 
This speaks about forgiveness among our associates, neighbours, friends, family and loved ones. Any and all persons in our lives that we come into contact with in social or business situations are included as well. If we can't forgive others, how can we expect our heavenly Father to forgive us?


	Reading: Colossians 3,11-14:   

“11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”
Confession:

”Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are sorry, and now turn away from our sin before you. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may joyfully obey your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of your Name. Amen.”
Pray for reconciliation between leaders and members in our own churches which are often hampered by power-struggle, divisions, splits and bitterness.

Pray for reconciliation in the many conflicts between ethnic and religious groups in our own Continent, in the Middle East and other areas of tension throughout the world.

We pray for the following countries: Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world:  

              ___________________________________________________

________________________________________


	Fasting and prayer

Fasting is mainly voluntary, private, and Spirit-led separation from one’s usual activities of life.  It may be practiced individually by members in the church body by means of separating certain foods and liquids from one’s diet. Normally fasts are held in accompaniment with prayer, and are intended to heighten focus, intensify fervour, and gain control over one’s fleshly cravings and human will.

During the Week of Prayer, church leaders might recommend fasting without imposing it.  If they do, then leaders should set an example by practicing it themselves. 

Fasting can take many forms, short or long.  It would be beneficial to start with a moderate fast, for example a half-day fast from lunch till next breakfast.  During the fasting it is appropriate to drink enough water or juices.  The main thing is to release time and concentration for reflection and prayer.

There are many forms of consumption. Take media for example, wouldn’t it be beneficial to abstain from information from time to time by switching off the radio, the television, the mobile phone, the internet for half a day?

There are many circumstances that properly call for a fast: when sensing the urgency for revival; when deeply convicted over the sinfulness of the people of God; when recognizing the need for a stronger faith to lay hold of the promises of God; when anticipating a special opportunity for ministry; and when wanting to intensify devotion. Above all, fasting should be done with a pure heart and a desire to honour God and help others.

Fasting should never be viewed as a merit-producing, manipulative, or in any other way an act of bargaining with God. The object of fasting is not to move God in closer alignment with us and our will, but rather to draw us into closer alignment with God and His will.

	SATURDAY
	Gods Leadership under pressure and in temptations 

"Lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one"

“God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.”  Luther

Temptations, about which the Bible and the Lord’s Prayer speak, entice us to give up faith in God’s goodness. Satan and our selfish being persuade us to seek refuge elsewhere than from God. The life of a Christian is a daily struggle. We are constantly exposed to many kinds of evil: indifference, hate, envy, selfishness, and the desire for power. On the one hand we are pulled toward sin and darkness, on the other hand toward faith and light. We do not understand why God does not let us have peace from the power of evil. Even in the most severe tribulations, we can turn our eyes to God and the promises in his word. He will give us the strength to endure trials.



	Reading: Ephesians 6, 10-18:   

“10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

Pray for the persecuted Christians around the world and for the important work of the Religious Liberty Commission under World Evangelical Alliance (WEA).

Pray against the growing anti-Semitism and general racism on our Continent. 
We pray for the following countries: Romania, Russia, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world:                      ______________________________________________

________________________________________

	Prayer breakfast or a prayer evening meal

You might prepare a prayer breakfast on a Saturday morning or before service on Sunday morning or an evening meal combined with a prayer meeting on any of the weekdays. It gives a good opportunity to bring friends and to get to know each other better.  After a brief opening and the meal itself, while still sitting at the table, it is good to sing a few worship songs, let someone share a testimony and let 2 – 3 selected persons pray out loud for the selected prayer requests.  This might be combined with written prayer requests on the back of the worship song-sheet. These could then be used while those sitting next to each other (1 plus 1) pray for some of the items and for each other. 



	SUNDAY
	Worship again!

“for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”

Some commentators believe that the end of the Lord's Prayer - "For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever" - was added by someone other than the original writer. Whether that's true or not, this last phrase simply emphasizes more praise and glory to God the Father - so it's absolutely biblical… a glorious ending to a model prayer to God!
	Reading: Philippians 2, 5-11:

“5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!  9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,  10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
At the end of the prayer week “let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13, 15-16.

Praise and glory to God the Father for salvation, for answers to our prayers, for reconciliation, for protection against evil through Jesus Christ, the Son!

We pray for the following countries: Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Yugoslavia

We pray for the following specific prayer requests in our own country and in the wider world:                          _______________________________________________

________________________________________


	United prayer 

Dr A. T. Pierson once said, 'There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer.'

In an article by J. Edwin Orr he describes the moral slump in Great Britain and other European countries in the 1780’s.  Then he goes on to say what Christian leaders did to reverse the situation:  ”It came through a concert of prayer. There was a Scottish Presbyterian minister in Edinburgh named John Erskine, who published a Memorial (as he called it) pleading with the people of Scotland and elsewhere to unite in prayer for the revival of religion. He sent one copy of this little book to Jonathan Edwards in New England. The great theologian was so moved he wrote a response which grew longer than a letter, so that finally he published it is a book entitled 'A Humble Attempt to Promote Explicit Agreement and Visible Union of all God's People in Extraordinary Prayer for the Revival of Religion and the Advancement of Christ's Kingdom on Earth, pursuant to Scripture Promises and Prophecies...'  Is not this what is missing so much from all our evangelistic efforts: explicit agreement, visible unity, unusual prayer?”

It resulted in the Second Great Awakening and changed the countries in many ways.

2 Chronicles 7:14: if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”


