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Shalom.  Let me tell you a story

Some years ago, a dear friend of mine, Pastor Gustaw (a pseudonym), held a conference on praying for the salvation of the Jewish people, and he very graciously invited me to be the speaker.  When I arrived at the conference, he took me aside and said, “Avi, there’s a woman here, and you really need to meet and talk to her.”  

“All right,” I said.  “But why?”

“Have you heard of Jadvavne?” he asked me.

“Yes, I’ve heard about Jadvavne.”  In case you don’t know, Jadvavne, Poland, was the site of one of the more ghastly incidents of the Holocaust.  About 400 Jewish men, women and children were rounded up, locked in a barn, and burned alive.  For decades, the blame was laid at the feet of the Nazi SS.  Then, in recent years, evidence surfaced, showing that this particular atrocity wasn’t committed by the SS.  Rather, it was committed by the local population.  

“So what about Jadvavne?” I asked Pastor Gustaw.

He said, “The woman I want you to meet has a great love for your people.  But she’s also carrying a great burden.  

“Why?” I asked.

“Because her father was one of the men who set fire to the barn,” Gustaw said.

That caught me off guard.  “Is he still alive?” I asked.  

“No,” Gustaw told me.  “He died some years ago.  “That’s when she found out about what her father had done.  He needed to tell someone before he died, so he told her.”

“You’re right,: I said.  “I need to meet and talk with this woman.”

I’ll call her Magda, though that’s not her real name.  So I walked up to Magda during a break, and as I approached, she noticeably stiffened.  “Pastor Gustaw told me you’re carrying a great burden,” I said.


“Do you know why?”


“Yes, I do.”  Then I heard myself say, “Your father is no longer alive, but I am.  And I’m your brother in Christ.  Your relationship with your father is over.  Your relationship with me is just starting, and it’s eternal.”


We talked a bit more about a number of things.  We talked about the Gospel of forgiveness that had brought us together.  God had forgiven each of us, which made it possible for us to forgive others.  Then we prayed together.  
A few days after the conference, Gustaw sent me an email with some wonderful news.  He told me that he’d heard from Magda, and she’d told him that the Lord had taken away the burden she’d carried since her father’s death.  


Why am I telling you this story?  Because without the Lord, Magda and I might have become friendly acquaintances.  We might have even become casual friends.  But first and foremost, she would always be the daughter of a man who had killed my people.  But because of the Lord, we were more than friends.  Because of Jesus, we were family.


The theme of this year’s General Assembly is “From Exclusion to Inclusion.”  It’s an extremely appropriate, extremely important theme, especially in light of the current refugee crisis; especially in light of the alien in our midst.

The barrier to inclusion is xenophobia, the fear and hatred of the foreigner.  The antidote to xenophobia is the proclamation of the Gospel of forgiveness.  Jesus told us to go into the world and make disciples from all the nations.  You can’t really do that if you fear and hate the people that He wants you to reach.  Only the Gospel can excise the fear and hatred that we harbor in our own hearts.  Only the Gospel can penetrate the heart of the alien who hates and lives in fear of us.

Did you know that reaching out to the alien, and the foreigner, and even to the enemy is not a new --  or a New Testament --  innovation?


Solomon was thinking of the alien when dedicated the first temple as a house of prayer for all nations.


Elishah healed Na’aman, the Syrian general, Israel’s enemy, and in the process brought him to the Lord.

God used Jonah to move the entire city of Nineveh to repent and escape imminent judgment.  Nineveh was relieved, God was delighted.  Jonah was less than overjoyed.  Why?  Because of his own xenophobia.  Nineveh was Israel’s enemy.  Jonah would have been very happy to see Nineveh wiped off the face of the earth.
So how do we “fix” the problem of xenophobia?  By passing laws or instituting programs?  If legislation could solve the problem, then we never would have needed to go any further than the inspired Law of Moses.  In the Law of Moses, God Himself has told us how He wants us to relate to the foreigner in our midst.  The list of statutes that He gave to Israel, pertaining to the alien, is remarkable, if not daunting and convicting.  Listen to just a sampling. 
There was to be one law for us and for the alien:  And so we’re told in Numbers, “And if the alien sojourns among you and observes the Passover…so he shall do; you shall have one statute, both for the alien and for the native of the land”(Num. 9:14; 15:15-16)
And under that law:

The alien was entitled to God’s justice:  In Deuteronomy, we’re told, “You shall not pervert the justice due an alien…Cursed is the one who distorts the justice due an alien  (Deut. 24:17; 27:19)

The alien was entitled to God’s grace. We read, “When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf… you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien…When you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien…When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not go over it again; it shall be for the alien” (Deut. 24:19-21)

The alien was entitled to God’s mercy.  Again, in Numbers, we read, “Six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien…that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there” (Num. 35:15)

The alien was to have the same right, the same responsibility, and the same opportunity to “hear, learn and fear the Lord.” Deuteronomy explains, “Assemble the people, the men and the women and the children and the alien who is in your town in order that they may hear, and learn, and fear the Lord your God” (Deut. 31:12).
Over and over again, we’re exhorted and commanded to show the same care and compassion for the alien that we’re to show to the orphan and the widow, because like the orphan and widow, and even like the Levite, the alien is a special object of God’s grace. “The Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied,” the Law says (Deut. 14:29).

We were commanded to love the alien as we love ourselves.  Why?  Because God loves the alien, and because we were once aliens ourselves. The Law declares, God “shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.  So show your love for the alien…, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Deut. 10:18-19).  

These were some off the legal requirements. The problem is, we can’t legislate the feelings in a person’s heart.  We can’t legislate love; we can’t legislate compassion; we can’t legislate mercy and grace.  We can’t legislate forgiveness.  We can legislate the standard and the expectation.  But we can’t make it a reality.  That’s why the Law of Moses itself exhorted us not to rest content with legislation, with a mere circumcision of our flesh, but to seek a circumcision of our hearts --  to seek the One who would usher in the new covenant in which God would replace our hearts of stone with hearts of flesh and place His own Spirit within us so that we could obey what He’s commanded us to do.

Jesus quoted the Law to give us the equation for solving the problem of xenophobia.  He said, first, we must love the Lord with all our hearts, and with all our minds, and with all our souls, and with all of our strength.  And then, we’re to love our neighbors, even the aliens, as we love ourselves.  And in Christ, we can!

We can’t create a xenophobic-free society.  But we can strive for a xenophobic-free church that possesses a love for the alien and a passion for the foreigner in our midst.  We can strive for a xenophobic-free church that proclaims God’s message of forgiveness to the alien, the foreigner and enemy, regardless of the risks we face from the alien, regardless of the rejection we face from our own.
I’d like to look tonight at how the early church – the Jewish church – faced her own challenges with xenophobia as we reached out to bring you –the gentiles -- the alien and the foreigner -- into the household of faith.  What do we see as the remnant of Israel reached out to the nations.  We see …
God orchestrating the circumstances in order to expand His church.

In Acts chapter 11:19, we’re told, “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except the Jews alone.” But then we’re told, “But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus…and a large number who believed turned to the Lord!” (vv. 20-21).  

Gentiles for Jesus.  What a concept.

What was going on here?  God used the persecution arising out of the death of Stephen to launch His mission to the nations.  God either orchestrated or at least allowed the circumstances – dire circumstances – to further the fulfillment of His foreordained plan to bring His message of salvation to the ends of the earth.  

At the same time, we see…

God preparing the hearts of enemy aliens to seek and receive the Lord.   

In Acts 10, we read, “Now there was a certain man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, a devout man, and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to God continually” (Acts 10:1-2). 

 Who was this Cornelius?  

He was a Roman.  That means he was an alien; a foreigner.  
He was a centurion of the Italian cohort.  That means he was a veteran soldier who had come up through the ranks, and now led a contingent of 300 to 600, seasoned, hardened, fellow Roman troops.  
Finally, he was the enemy!  Why were Roman legions stationed in ancient Israel?  Were they on holiday?  Were they taking a tour of the Holy Land?  No!  They were the occupational force, charged with keeping order in a region of the Roman empire that was rife with sedition and rebellion.  Who in his right mind would ever imagine that someone like Cornelius would ever come to faith?
Well, God could imagine it.  In fact, God was already bringing it about.  
Cornelius was an alien enemy whose heart had been prepared by God to seek the truth.

And while the Lord is preparing Cornelius’ heart to seek, we see…

 God preparing Peter’s heart  to speak.


Many of us are especially fond of Peter because he’s very much like us – quick to correct the Lord; quick to point out to Jesus where Jesus is making a mistake.  And that’s what happens in Acts chapter 10.  The Lord presents the Apostle with a vision of a sheet, filled with both clean and unclean animals, and a voice from heaven commands Peter to eat.  Peter’s response?  “By no means, Lord!  I have never eaten anything unholy or unclean!”  And how does God reply?  “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (v. 15).

This vision was God’s way of preparing Peter for what came next.  Three of Cornelius’ soldiers arrive in Joppa and bring Peter – along with six other Jewish believers – to Caesarea, where they find the centurion and his entire household, waiting to hear what they need to do in order to be saved!  
The text tells us, “While Peter was still speaking…the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message.  And all the circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also” (Acts 10:44-45).  As Peter spoke of the death and resurrection of the Messiah, God opened these gentiles’ hearts, pouring out His Holy Spirit upon them in affirmation of their saving faith.

Romans.  Gentiles.  Aliens.  Enemies.  Who would have ever thought…


But when Peter returned to Jerusalem, the news of how God had used him to bring the message of salvation to foreigners and enemies wasn’t exactly received with shouts of joy.  And so we see…

Opposition rising up from within the household of God


We’re told that some of the believers “took issue with him, saying, ‘You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them’ ” (Acts 11:2-3).  Peter calmed the storm by recounting the events, and then by putting forth a conclusion that carried a less than subtle challenge:  “Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” (v. 17).  Do you hear the warning, the admonition, in this?  “Who was I that I could stand in God’s way?”

That quieted the other believers’ objections.  But the matter was settled.  Years later, after the Lord had blessed Paul and Barnabas’ missionary endeavors among the gentiles, a council was called in Jerusalem to determine whether Gentles could be saved and become Christians without first becoming Jews.  The issues were: the means of salvation; the basis of inclusion, and the grounds for fellowship between gentiles and Jews.  Fortunately for all of us…

God Himself defined the basis for salvation and inclusion in the body of Messiah


Concerning salvation?  Faith alone, apart from any works.  Peter declared to the council, “we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are” (Acts 15:1).
Concerning inclusion with other believers?  James sent a letter to the gentile churches that explained, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication” (Acts 15:28-29).

It’s extremely important to note that the basis for even considering the question of inclusion was the precondition of mutual salvation.  It was because these gentiles had become believers in Yeshua that we now had to consider how inclusion ought to look.  In other words, without salvation, inclusion was a moot point.  Without Yeshua, there was no inclusion.  

What anti-xenophobic biblical lessons did Peter and the others learn from all of this?  They learned:

· Cultural norms must not obstruct or prevent the proclamation of the Gospel.  Peter nearly allowed his cultural context to stop him from bringing the Gospel to people who were ready to be saved.  What else did Peter learn?

· He learned that no heart seeking the truth is to be considered unworthy or undeserving of the Good News.  What else did Peter learn?
· He learned that God is calling people from every nation, including the nations that may be our enemies.  What else did Peter learn?
· He learned that God would grant to enemies the same gift of belief, eternal life, and the Holy Spirit that He had granted to us – and on the same basis.  What else did Peter learn?
· He learned that to object to how God chooses to work is to stand in God’s way.

What about today?
God is still orchestrating the circumstances in order to expand His church


What do you think?  Was God caught off guard when the refugee crisis broke out over Europe?  Did God look down from heaven and say, “Oh, man, how did that happen?”  Perhaps you and I were surprised.  But God wasn’t surprised.  And just as He used the persecution resulting from the martyrdom of Stephen, so He uses seemingly dire circumstances today. Like a refugee crisis.  Like economic meltdowns.  Like wars.  

Last year, the Gaza War erupted just as we launched a two-week evangelistic street outreach in Berlin.  To put it mildly, tensions were high as we took to the streets.  We were wearing our shirts and jackets that declared in German, Hebrew and English, who we are and who we’re for:  Jews for Jesus.  A young Israeli colleague of mine named Dani was handing out his tracts and talking with people when a young Palestinian woman walked by.  She saw the words in Hebrew and German on his shirt, and she “went ballistic.”  


“I want Israel to be erased,” she screamed.  “I want all Israelis to be erased.”


Dani put his hand across his chest and asked, “Do you want this Israeli to be erased?” The softness of his tone caught her off guard, and that gave him the chance to say a bit more.  “We’re not enemies,” he told her.  “We’re family.  That’s why we Jews for Jesus pray for you as much as we pray for our own.”  Then he went on to tell her why he could make such an “outlandish” claim.  He told her the Gospel.  And she listened.  Before leaving, she took the literature that he had been handing out so that she could read more.  This may prove to be the only time that she will have had to hear the Good News of God’s love for her.


She heard the Gospel, and she heard it from the lips of a Jew.


About three years ago, our ministry started an ongoing project called “Life from the Dead.”  There are so many cities throughout Europe where our history is so tragic.  Cities like Berlin, Warsaw, Budapest where I live.  We Jews for Jesus feel we have a moral obligation to return to the cities where we died with God’s promise of eternal life.  We have a moral obligation, and we have a unique strategic opportunity – because of the past; because of the dire circumstances of our history in those places.  And when we show up on the streets of these and other cities, no one can turn a blind eye, and no one can turn a deaf ear.  I’m not saying they like us.  Listen, we’re Jews; nobody likes us.  We’re used to that.  But no one can ignore our evangelistic presence.  God uses the circumstances of a tragic past to create redemptive opportunities in the present.

God uses and orchestrates the circumstances, even when they’re dire to expand His church.  

At least three types of unique opportunities are presenting themselves to European Christians as refugees continue to cross our borders.


First, we have the opportunity to demonstrate God’s love.  But let me sound a word of caution.  Christians are not the only people capable of demonstrating love.  And a love that stops short of sharing the Good News is not a biblical love.
It’s not enough to demonstrate our love through acts of kindness toward non-believers.  Those non-believers need to know the source of that love.  And they need to know the message that that love confirms.  This is especially true if the non-believer comes from a gospel-resistant culture that has experienced hostility from people who claimed to be Christians.  Without a word about the One who has commanded us to love the alien, and without an explanation of the message behind that love, our acts of kindness look no different from the acts of compassion from anyone else.  

You have to understand how a person from a gospel-resistant culture thinks.  We don’t see your acts of kindness as an expression of the Gospel.  We see you acts of kindness as an attempt to make amends.


Secondly, we have the chance to clarify the distinction between genuine believers and those who may be Christian in name or culture alone.   We’ve all heard the cry that the current wave of refugees will pose a threat to the survival of Christian Europe.  Listen to me: continents are not Christian; people are Christian.   Believers don’t create obstructions to keep non-believers out.  Believers receive non-believers who might not otherwise be accessible to us.  This brings me to the third unique opportunity that the current circumstances are presenting to us.


We have the unique opportunity to declare the gospel to people who would not otherwise be accessible to us.  Where would you rather reach out to Syrians with the Good News?  In Damascus, or in Dortmund?  Where would you rather share the Gospel with Afghanis?  In Kabul or in Köln? 

God is using, even orchestrating, the circumstances to expand His church.  What else?

God is still preparing aliens and enemies to seek 

Some years ago, I had the opportunity to speak in a German congregation, and at the end of my sermon, I offered an invitation for people to receive the Lord.  A young woman raised her hand, so I went over to her after the service to talk to her more privately.  “Did you understand the invitation that I gave?” I asked.  She told me yes.  “Would you like to give your heart to the Lord?”


A very heavy look came to her face.  “I’ve tried,” she said.  “But I can’t.”


“Why not?”


“Because of my grandfather.”


“I knew instinctively what she meant, but I asked her anyway.  “What about your grandfather?”


“He was one of the monsters of the Third Reich,” she said.


“Well, we’re not talking about your grandfather,” I told her.  “We’re talking about you.”


She looked at me as though I were stupid.  “You don’t understand,” she said.  “He personally killed your people.”


“I do understand,” I told her.  “I understand that you’re letting your grief over his sins in the past stop you from receiving God’s forgiveness for your sins in the present.  Does that make any sense?”


She thought it over and then said, “No.”


“Then give your heart to the Lord.”  And by God’s grace, she did.  My point is this.  She had come to the service, wanting to hear and believe.  I had come to the service, wanting to speak.  She’d heard the information before, but she needed to hear it from me, from a Jew.


God is preparing foreigners and aliens, even enemies, to seek.    

My colleague Kata Tar sent me the following wonderful report during our recent “Life from the Dead” campaign in Budapest.  She wrote,  “I was handing out my tracts near Keleti [one of the major train stations] when a young man called out, ‘I hate the Jews.”  So I called back, ‘And how about Jesus? Do you love or hate Him?’  My question made him freeze, then he walked back, and we talked.  As I exlained the gospel, Roland’s atitude softened from hatred to the look of a fragile child. After we’d talked a short while, I invited him to receive Yeshua as his Saviour, and he agreed.  What a joy and what a privilege!  He prayed with a Jew to receive a Jewish Saviour as his Lord.  A captive of hatred and ignorance was led into the Kingdom of love and grace.”


What factors can make aliens and enemies receptive to what we have to say?  What factors might God use to cause a refugee to seek?


Displacement.  Being uprooted isn’t just a physical matter; it’s a psychological and emotional matter as well.  We want to get our bearings.  We want to find our balance.  God uses displacement to guide people to solid ground so that they may rebuild their lives upon the Rock.  What other factors does God use?

Fear, despair and desperation.  To such a heart our God declares, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble and I will answer you.”  What other factors does God use?


Disillusionment.  The collapse of a person’s world is often accompanied by the collapse of the person’s worldview.  In such a situation, a vacuum of disbelief is created, and that vacuum longs to be filled.  


God prepares foreigners and aliens to seek, and God prepares us to speak.  

God is preparing brothers and sisters to speak.  


But let’s be honest.  Most of the time, we’d rather not speak.  We need to acknowledge our reluctance to reach out and to receive.  
We have to overcome our cultural norms.  Peter told the Lord, “I’ve never eaten anything unholy or unclean.”  The Lord had to tell His culture-bound apostle, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”

We have to overcome our serious, legitimate fears.  Before Cornelius’ attendants came to fetch Peter, the Lord had to tell him, “Accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself” (10:20).

We have to overcome our fear of rejection.  More often than not, we choose silence because we fear incurring the rejection of people more than we fear evoking the anger of God.

Perhaps hardest of all, we have to forgive, even as we’ve been forgiven.  Did Peter have to wrestle with any unforgiveness in his heart before setting out for Caesarea?  We don’t know.  We do know that tensions were rising between Rome and Israel that would erupt into a devastating war in just a few short decades.  And we know that we harbor unforgiveness toward foreigners, not just for real and personalized hurts, but for collective hurts as well --  for what they have done to us.  We need to forgive.  And we can forgive when we remember this simple truth.  No crime committed against us can equal all the crimes that we committed against the Lord during the days of our unbelief.  There’s a biblical principle contained in the Law, pertaining to aliens, interestingly enough, that explains the basis by which God expects His children to deal with others:  He says, “You shall not detest an Edomite, for he is your brother; you shall not detest an Egyptian, because you were an alien in his land( Deut. 23:7)…So show your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Deut. 10:19). 

In other words, as you received love, mercy grace, and forgiveness, so extend love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness.  As you received forgiveness, so forgive.”  When I remember the forgiveness that Yeshua has lavished upon me, it’s really not a great stretch to extend forgiveness to others.

We have to overcome our cultural norms, we have to overcome our serious, legitimate fears, we have to overcome our fear of rejection, we have to overcome our unwillingness to forgive, and we have to overcome our preference to leave the Gospel out.
  When the physical needs are so glaring, as in the case of the current refugee crisis, then the immediate impulse might be to put the Gospel on the back burner. But if you look at the Gospel accounts, Jesus never did that, even when He healed the sick, even when He fed the crowds.  I don’t want to minimize the immediacy of the physical needs.  But there is nothing more necessary than the news that we can be rescued from sin and death.  And there’s nothing more tragic than losing an opportunity to speak of that rescue to people who are perishing, especially if their circumstances have made them prone to hear.


We mustn’t forget that it’s the Gospel message that makes our help unique.  It is the Gospel message that sets our assistance not just apart but above all the rest.  We have blankets and clothing; so do agencies and individuals who don’t believe in the Lord.  We have food, and water; so do they.  We have money; so do they.  In fact, they have more.  We have medical assistance and legal advice; so do they.  But we have the words of eternal life, and they do not.


We need to go out to the alien with the Gospel on our lips.  


And as people come to faith, we need to remember that…

God defines the basis for Inclusion in the Body – we must uphold the essentials but allow for diversity


Most of my ancestors in the faith at the Council in Jerusalem couldn’t envision an expression of the faith that looked different from our own.  And we couldn’t entertain fellowship with others unless those “others” became one of us.  But God defined the theological essentials; salvation by faith.  And God defined the basis for fellowship and inclusion; not cultural uniformity, but cultural diversity, so long as the diversity did not conflict with the word of God.  “Abstain from these essentials,” James wrote.  “From things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from fornication.”

It’s a bit ironic – tragically ironic at that.  At the Council of Jerusalem, God made it clear that gentiles didn’t need to become Jews in order to become Christians.  By the Council of Nicea, church leaders made it clear that for Jews to become Christians, we had to cease being Jews.  Hopefully we’ve moved on from there.  Hopefully, we’ve learned that God doesn’t call us out of our culture; He calls us out of our sin.
Congregations that successfully reach out to the refugees will have to discover what manner of inclusion works best for them.   And the models to follow abound, from homogeneous congregations, such as the original assembly in Jerusalem, to multi-cultural congregations such as the ones that existed in Antioch, Caesarea and Rome.
However the inclusion looks, it must be based on the salvation that we share in Christ.  Inclusion in the Body is not a matter of mutual congeniality; it is a matter of spiritual conversion.  There can be no real inclusion without the cross.  Why?  Because He is our peace.  Because He has made us one.  Because He has broken down the middle wall that divides us.
Finally, we should…
Anticipate opposition not just from outside the church, but from within the household of faith


When we Jews for Jesus first started sending missionary teams to countries like Germany, Poland and Hungary, a Christian leader asked me, “How can you do that?  Have you forgotten what happened to the Jews in those lands?”


So I told him, “If I don’t have a burden for the peoples of the lands where we died, then I need to ask myself how real the Gospel is to me.”  He looked at me, perplexed, so I explained.  “Yeshua didn’t die for me because I was His friend.  Yeshua died for me because I was His enemy.”
Peter learned, and so must we

· Peter learned that cultural norms must not obstruct or prevent the proclamation of the Gospel.  We need to learn this as well.

· Peter  learned that no heart seeking the truth is to be considered unworthy or undeserving of the Good News.  We need to learn this as well

· Peter learned that God is calling people from every nation, including the nations that may be our enemies.  We need to learn this as well.

· Peter learned that God would grant to enemies the same gift of belief, eternal life, and the Holy Spirit that He had granted to the apostles  – and on the same basis.  We need to learn this as well.
· And Peter learned that to object to how God chooses to work is to stand in God’s way.  We need to lean this as well.
Conclusion --  

We can’t create a xenophobic free society.   But we can strive for a xenophobic-free church that possesses a love for the alien and a passion for the foreigner in our midst.  We can strive for a xenophobic-free church that proclaims God’s message of forgiveness to the alien, the foreigner and enemy, regardless of the risks we face from the alien, regardless of the rejection we face from our own.

The Law declares, “You shall not detest an Edomite, for he is your brother; you shall not detest an Egyptian ( Deut. 23:7)… show your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Deut. 10:19). 


Peter learned, “in every nation, the man who fears [the Lord] and does what is right is welcome to Him” (Acts 10:35)

Peter asked, “Who was I that I could stand in God’s way” (Acts 11:17).
The barrier to inclusion is xenophobia.  The antidote to xenophobia is the Good News.

God is orchestrating the circumstances

God is preparing aliens, even enemies, to seek

God is preparing His sons and daughters, even us, to speak

Will we go and speak?  Or will we stand in God’s way?
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