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Key verse
‘You are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael for the Lord has heard of your misery.’ (Gen. 16:11)
Outline
Who is Hagar?
Conflicts in Abraham’s household
God heard:
· Hagar’s cry for help (Gen. 16:11)
· Abraham’s plea for Ishmael (Gen. 17:20)
· Ishmael crying (Gen. 21:17). ‘God was with the boy as he grew up.’ (Gen. 21:20)
Questions
1) What does this story teach us about the human plight? Discuss the shortcomings of:
- Sarah 
- Abraham
- Hagar

2) What does this story tell us about God? Discuss his attitude to Hagar and Ishmael.
3) Are there any parallels between this story and Arab/Muslim people in our country? If so what?



NAAMAN: A SYRIAN ARMY GENERAL HEALED BY THE GOD OF ISRAEL
(2 KINGS 5:1-27)
Key verse
‘There were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian.’ (Luke 4:27)
Outline
Israel and Syria
A powerful and vulnerable leader
Naaman becomes a (secret) believer
Gehazi, a cheater servant
Questions 
1) Consider each character in this story and their respective roles, especially the young girl, Naaman, Elisha and Gehazi. What can we learn from them? Who could they represent in our respective contexts?
2) How does God show his sovereignty, his compassion and his holiness in this story?
3) Jesus refers to the story of Naaman when he presents his own mission in the synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4:27). What points does he want to highlight to his people about God and the Gospel message?
4) Naaman lived as ‘a secret believer’ after he returned to Damascus. Are there circumstances where followers of Jesus Christ may well have to live as secret believers?



JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES ARE UNWELCOME IN A SAMARITAN VILLAGE (LUKE 9:51-56)
Key verse
‘You do not know what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man did not come to destroy people’s lives, but to save them’ (Luke 9:55)
Outline:
Who are the Samaritans?
Enduring hostility between Jews and Samaritans
Jesus rebukes his disciples
Questions:
1) Who are ‘the Samaritans’ for us in our own context? What are the reasons for the animosity between our community and theirs?
2) Do we sometimes feel these people are unkind and perhaps even hostile to us? What attitude do we have towards them?
3) Does this story represent the Samaritan community as a whole? Look at the other stories about the Samaritans in the Gospels:
- The parable of ‘the Good Samaritan’ (Luke 10: 25-37)
- The Samaritan leper who came back to Jesus to praise God (Luke 17:11-18)
- The Samaritan village who welcomed Jesus (John 4:39-42)
What lessons can we draw from these stories about our own relationships with foreigners?


