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Child, Church, and Mission shows you how to reach, equip, and empower children to
maximize their transformational impact and mobilize them for continuing impact
throughout the rest of their lives. This is the way to re-energize your church ministry.

—Luis Bush, International Facilitator, Transform World Connections

Massive amounts of material are available on Christian education in general, but Dan
Brewster’s book deals with the topic of ministry to children in its totality. Child, Church, and
Mission should be a text in every seminary, college, and Bible institute; no pastor or youth
leader should be without it. Congratulations, Dan, on providing a work that has been
needed for decades.

—Manfred W. Kohl, Th.D., Ambassador, Overseas Council

The church needs to work to bless the children by strengthening their families and being
the prophetic voice to those who have little or no concern for the future that is right before
their eyes. Child, Church, and Mission will help us all focus on the precious little ones.
—Dr. Darrow Miller, Founder, Director of the Disciple Nations Alliance

At a time when the church seemingly continues to pay scant attention to children’s
ministry, Child, Church, and Mission succeeds in refocusing our attention on the critical
issues. Dan takes his readers through a journey which will impress on them the urgency of
the church playing its rightful role in this vital ministry.

—Reuben Van Rensburg, Principal, South Africa Theological Seminary

When Jesus placed a child in the midst of His disciples (Matthew 18:3) He shone light on
the nature of the kingdom of heaven, as well as the way of the cross. Without that light, the
church misses a vital clue to its nature and calling. Child, Church, and Mission is a valuable

contribution to the process of understanding and applying this clue.
—Dr. Keith J. White, Chair of the Child Theology Movement

If you want to be a significant player on the world landscape for missions in the decades to
come, then weave Child, Church, and Mission into your personal and church strategies for
evangelism and church growth.

—Dr. Mark P. Gonzales, pastor, author, broadcaster

Child, Church, and Mission is an excellent resource that can be used in different cultural
contexts, adapted for different levels of training, while still communicating the depth of
God’s heart for children. This book is a must-read for all children advocates.
—Rosalind Lim-Tan, Director, Holistic Child Development Institute, Penang, Malaysia



Dan Brewster has spent his entire life helping the church help children. His experience and
insights are gained first-hand amongst practitioners operating in Africa, Latin America, and
Asia. His passion for children’s wellbeing flows from a consistent and tenacious walk with
Jesus Christ. His work is timely, apt, and highly relevant. Study it.

—Patrick McDonald, Founder and CEO of Viva

Child, Church, and Mission is a gift to all of us who care about God’s mission on earth and
God’s kingdom. May your local church respond to Child, Church, and Mission’s call to shape
children into world-changers for the gospel.

— William C. Prevette, Ph.D., Research Director, Oxford Centre for Mission Studies

As intended by Dan, this book has informed, inspired, and influenced me. It informs me of
the strategic role of children in furthering God’s kingdom. It inspires me to look at children
from God'’s perspective and care for them. It influences me to help in developing workers,
advocates, and leaders for the holistic development of children. Child, Church, and Mission is
a must-read for those who want to make a difference in the lives of needy children around
the world.

—Dr. Theresa R. Lua, Dean, Asia Graduate School of Theology

Child, Church, and Mission by Dan Brewster is an excellent book for those working with
needy and other children. It gives direction for those desiring to work with needy children
and provides the resources to reach them with the gospel, discipleship, and church
programs. Child, Church, and Mission is probably the best book in print with practical and
godly advice concerning all aspects of ministry to children.

—Doug Nichols, Founder & International Director Emeritus, Action International

For 20 centuries, the vast majority of Christian theologians, educators, and missiologists
have failed to perceive the ontological value and strategic importance God has endowed to
persons 18 years and below. As the Global Holistic Child Development movement gathers
momentum, it will be increasingly evident that God has used and is using this book to help
bring about a 21st century reformation to radically change the thoughts and actions of
readers regarding the church, mission, and the next generation.

—Rev. Anthony Oliver, Ph.D., Vice President Academic Affairs, Caribbean Graduate
School of Theology, Kingston, Jamaica

To me this book is an absolute “must” for every pastor, theological student, director or
leader in children’s ministry around the world. It has a huge potential for bringing deep
changes in your heart and will certainly make a huge difference in your life if you allow the
Spirit of God to work in you, just like Dan did years ago.

— Anne-Christine Bataillard, International President, Hi Kidz International, Lausanne,

Switzerland
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About Child, Church, and Mission Revised Edition

The material in this book was originally prepared for the course called “Child,
Church, and Mission” taught in the Master of Arts Program in Holistic Child
Development at Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary in Penang, Malaysia. It was
designed to help students develop their understanding of the meaning and nature
of the relationships between child, church, and mission. From a biblical perspective,
it provides an overview of the child, poverty, and holistic child development, and
thoughts on the relationships between holistic child development and the ministries
of the church.

The original Child, Church, and Mission book was extensively revised in 2010 and
published by Compassion in the USA under the title Future Impact. A 200-page
Study Guide accompanied that book. I felt that having the book in two volumes was
somewhat unwieldy, so have produced this version largely for Latin, African and
Asian audiences. This version largely merges the Future Impact book and Study
Guide back into one volume. And, since the original title Child, Church, and Mission
was well received and that book translated into several languages, I felt it good to

revert to the original title for this new edition.

This material may be used as a course of study in seminaries or Bible colleges. We
hope this material will also serve as a resource for training other groups and in
other venues— such as training for children’s ministry workers, workers with at-
risk children (specialized groups), and training conducted by Christian child

development networks.
For more information about the course, please contact:

Dr. Dan Brewster
Compassion International
Email: dan.brewster@yahoo.com. Tel/Fax: 604-890-1440

Dr. Rosalind Lim-Tan

Director: MBTS HCD Institute

40 A-D, Mk. 17 Batu Ferringhi. Penang 11100, Malaysia
Email: rosalindlyw@gmail.com. Tel/Fax: 604-881-2462
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' SECTION ONE:
THE CHILD IN BIBLICAL
PERSPECTIVE

THERE are nearly two billion children in the world today—one third of the
world’s population. And all of these children could be said to be at risk. Very
many, of course, are at risk because of poverty—in danger of suffering,
exploitation, neglect, and death. According to the UNICEF, about 9.7 million
children died before their fifth birthday—an average of more than 24,000
per day—from diseases that could easily have been prevented or treated."

At the same time, millions of children are at risk due to prosperity. The post-modern
mind-set and modern materialism leave hundreds of millions of children with
“everything to live with, but nothing to live for.” We will examine the issues,
obstacles, and challenges facing children both in poverty and in prosperity in
chapter one.

However, neither the needs of children nor their potential and promise are new
issues. In fact, the Bible has much to say about children—far more than most people
realize. In the second chapter, we will look at the child in biblical perspective. We
will discover that the Bible is not silent, and what we learn of God’s heart for
children must surely characterize our view of children as well.

God’s expectation is that all children will develop holistically as Jesus did as recorded
in Luke 2:52: “in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and man.” But many
children do not have this opportunity for development in this four-fold way. How
should Christians promote the holistic development of children? In chapter three,

! http://www.unicef.org/health/index_childsurvival.html (accessed 25 March 2011).



we will look at some biblical perspectives on development and give attention to
what it is and to what it is not. We will also review the important matter of self-
reliance as a component of development and facilitate an important approach to
doing development.

A main emphasis in this book is the child in poverty. Chapter four looks at the issue
of poverty, again from a biblical point of view. The key idea is that poverty is not
simply a matter of a lack of resources or deficits. Rather, poverty is fundamentally a
spiritual problem. God and Satan have very different agendas for children. God’s
intention is that all His children thrive—that they have life with abundance. The
thief—Satan—is a liar and he wants to steal, kill, and destroy that abundant life.
People caught up in the lies of Satan will not have the abundant life that God wants
them to have. What people believe and act upon has important implications for
both their spiritual and physical well-being. Beliefs have consequences. We will look
at these issues generally but with special attention to the child and development.

Just as Jesus did for His disciples so long ago, we place the child in the midst of our
discussion and watch for “upside down” perspectives.



Chapter 1: Why Children?

We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his
power, and the wonders he has done. He decreed statutes for Jacob and
established the law in Israel which he commanded our forefathers to teach their
children, so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be
born, and they in turn would tell their children. Then they would put their
trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.
Psalm 78:4-7

The Church today may not be looking for the children and youth, but they wouldn’t have to
look far to find them. Children are not a remote or obscure people group. They are found
everywhere:

m In all countries, in all socio-economic categories and among people of all cultures.
m In all communities: in its families, its schools, its markets, its playgrounds . . .

m In areas not easily accessible to the gospel.

m In marginalized subcultures: children with special needs, in prisons . . .

m In at-risk situations where circumstances increase the likelihood that they will not have the
opportunity to hear the gospel.

m In difficult circumstances associated with religion: children who have been harmed or
neglected by those representing the Christian faith.

If nothing else, the Church needs to notice that children surround us—and that most of those
children are at some kind of risk.

NEVER before in history have we had so many children among us, and never before have
so many of them been at such great social risk. Children ages 15 and younger comprise one-
third of our world’s six billion people. In many developing countries, children make up
nearly half the population. An additional 26 percent! are young people ages 15 to 29.

Another one billion children may be born in the next decade, many into extreme poverty.

' World Population in March 2011: 6,904,409,189 (6.9 billion), “International Data Base
Information Gateway,” U.S. Bureau of the Census, http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/
idb/worldpopinfo.php.



Consider these grim statistics about
children and youth today:

m An estimated one million children
enter the commercial sex trade every
year.

m More than 91 million children
under 5 are growing up with
debilitating hunger.

m 134 million children have no access
to any school whatsoever.

m 15 million children are orphaned as
a result of AIDS.

m 246 million children work, with 171
million engaged in the worst forms of
child labour.

m 265 million children have not been
immunized against any disease.

m Over one-third of children have to
live in dwellings with more than five
people per room.

m Over a half billion children have no
toilet facilities whatsoever.

m Almost half a billion children lack
access to published information of
any kind.

m 376 million children have more
than a 15-minute walk to water or
are using unsafe water sources.

One of our best spokespersons for children, Viva
Network founder Patrick McDonald, highlights
the importance of children and the particular

responsibility of the Church to care for them.?

Children are a priority for the King and His
kingdom: They are many, they are strategic, they
suffer and God’s unambiguous mandate in their
favour shouts for urgent action right across the
pages of Scriptures. They are both key to the
Great Commission and an essential expression of
the Great Christian

response to children today stands in many ways

Commandment. The

at a crossroads. Most children at the turn of the
century are “children at risk,” or children that
need more than mere words to demonstrate the
love of God. They are hungry children, homeless
children, hurting children. Faced with the urgent
need to nurture and protect these children, lots of
Christians respond compassionately, even
sacrificially, but most struggle to engage
effectively and consistently. The increasing need
for professional standards in childcare pose a

defining challenge for the Church.

An overriding reason for the Church to focus on
children is that, more than any other segment of
humanity, children suffer. In a sense, they pay for
the sins of adults. Every year tens of millions of
children are victims of exploitation, violence, and
abuse. Today more than 37 percent of children

around the world live in absolute poverty—a

total of 674 million children.> Many, many more live in conditions of severe deprivation,
facing lack of income; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of access to
education and other basic services; homelessness and inadequate housing; unsafe

environments; social discrimination and exclusion.

? Patrick McDonald, Foreword to Celebrating Children, edited by Glenn Miles and Josephine-Joy
Wright (Carlisle, Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 2003), xv.

3 David Gordon and others, Child Poverty in the Developing World, (Bristol, UK: The Policy Press,
2003), http://aa.ecn.cz/img_upload/65636e2e7a707261 766{64616a737476/Child_poverty.pdf.



Millions of Children Suffer from Poverty...

In many parts of the world, children are at great risk from poverty. With the increase in the
costs of living along with cuts in subsidies for food, health care and education, children are
among the most vulnerable. When local economies are opened up to global market forces
without investing in and providing adequate safeguards for the poor, children suffer in the
following ways:

m Street Children. We find them sleeping in the dark corners of cities, on the verandas of
shops, and on railway platforms. They survive by begging, scavenging or selling candies.

m Abusive Child Labour. Abusive child labour affects the physical, psychological, intellectual
and moral development of the child. When children start working too young, they are more
vulnerable to extreme forms of violence and abuse, not to mention the stolen childhoods for
those forced to work! In poor countries child workers are seen engaged in all kinds of work:
in brickyards, rubber plantations, paddy fields, fishing boats, garment factories, motor
workshops, service stations, and restaurants. They work as domestic helpers in rich people’s
houses. It is common each morning on the outskirts of many cities and towns to see children
rushing behind garbage trucks trying to collect anything that can be recycled among the piles
of rotten garbage. Hundreds of children wander the streets offering shoe polishing or selling
newspapers, peanuts or fruit, while others beg for money from tourists or foreign aid
workers.

m Trafficking. Children are sold for different kinds of exploitation; for sexual exploitation and
slavery, for pornography, for forced labour, for war, and even for organ transplantation.

m Sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child pornography and
trafficking. Pedophiles and sex tourists cause great damage to innocent children. Jesus
recommended the remorseless punishment of having a millstone tied about their necks and
being thrown into the deepest part of the sea (Matthew 18:6).

m Children in, or affected by, war reflect the changing nature of armed conflict, characterized
by a growing percentage of civilian casualties. Every day, more than 20 armed conflicts are
being fought around the world, mostly in poor countries. In the past decade alone more than
two million children have been killed, and millions more injured or permanently disabled in
armed conflicts. Unlike wars in the past, it is now estimated that between 80 and 90 percent
of people who die or are injured in conflicts are civilians —mostly children and their mothers.

Yet the news about children is not all bad. While as noted above, in 2008 nearly 24,000
children under the age of 5 were dying every day, that figure is down from nearly 40,000 a
decade ago. Between the early 1990s and 2000, the average under-5 mortality rate declined
by 11 percent, and child deaths from diarrhoea, the foremost killer of children at the

beginning of the 1990s, declined by half —saving an estimated one million lives.



The staggering truth, however, is that more than a billion children (56 percent) around the
world are living in severe deprivation. The risks and ravages facing children are many and
complex. Some are as obvious as children simply not getting enough to eat. Perhaps 30
percent of the children under the age of 5 around the world suffer from severe or moderate
malnutrition. And even in the richest countries, many children are raised in families who
live below the poverty line. In spite of the existence of vaccines and other measures that
protect children in the industrialized world against diseases, millions of children still die

each year from diseases that could have been prevented.

Despite a near-universal consensus on the life-affirming importance of education, girls
still lag behind boys in secondary school attendance net enrolment at 53 per cent for boys
and 48 per cent for girls for the period 2005-2009. Girl disadvantage is highest in sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia. However, in the East Asia and Pacific and the Latin
America and Caribbean regions. Mental disorders among teenagers has increased in the
past 20-30 years due to disrupted family structures, increased youth unemployment and
parental pressures of unrealistic educational and vocational aspirations. Around 20 per cent
of the world’s adolescents have a mental health or behavioural problem - a global burden of
disease for people aged 15-19. As a result, suicide is one of the three leading causes of
mortality among people aged 15-35. Globally, an estimated 71,000 adolescents commit

suicide annually, while up to 40 times as many make suicide attempts.*

Child marriage in underdeveloped countries has resulted with an increased risk of sexually
transmitted infections and unwanted pregnancies. Research shows that in Orellana, an
Ecuadorian province in the Amazon basin, nearly 40 per cent of girls aged 15-19 are or have
been pregnant, found that the pregnancies had to do with sexual abuse, parental absence
and poverty. A half million mothers die every year while giving birth, leaving babies at
extreme risk. A woman living in West or central Africa has a 1 in 17 lifetime risk of

maternal death.b

Moreover, in the last decade perhaps two million children have been killed and more than
six million children have been injured or disabled in armed conflicts. Tens of thousands of
children have been maimed by landmines and thousands have suffered in conflicts fueled

by the greed for land and gems and oil.°

Much is said today about the new “flat” earth and the rise of the global marketplace. The
effects of increasing globalization are not all bad, but they tend to have their most negative

4 UNICEEF, “State of the World’s Children,” www.unicef.org/publications/files/SOWC_2011.

° Ibid.

® “Fullness of Life and Dignity of Children in the Midst of Globalization with a Focus on
Children.” Report of the Diakonia and Solidarity Team of World Council of Churches/Christian
Conference of Asia Inter-Regional Consultation, Mumbai, India, 2004, 7.



effects on the poor. Food supplies, for example, may suffer as land use and trading focuses
more on national economies and less on reasonable diets for marginalized people. In urban
areas around the world, poverty tends to drive an increase in street children. Child labour
puts children at great risk of injury, abuse, illiteracy, and many other perils, not to mention
the loss of childhood itself. Child trafficking and sexual exploitation put children in a dark
domain that makes them difficult to locate, much less liberate. Armed conflict often

perversely targets at-risk children and their families.

These and many other issues add up to massive misery and suffering amongst children.
And every statistic, of course, represents a real hurting child whom God loves and for
whom Jesus died.

...and Millions of Children Suffer from Prosperity

On the other hand, for many children in America and in developed countries around the
world, the future looks bright. Their education is secure. Their health is usually sound.
Doctors are rarely more than a phone call away. Technology promises to bring them to
greater achievements than we could ever dream. But the truth is, of course, that even these

very affluent and “privileged” children are at extremely great risk.

Many are coddled and spoiled. They are often without a sense of meaning, responsibility,
or purpose in their lives. They are well-fed (in many cases overfed), secure, have expensive
clothing and every possible gadget and plaything. For many, no demands are made on
them beyond “Don’t do drugs” and “Show up for classes.” They know that they will be
given anything they want—especially if they whine enough.

Overexposure to adult experiences threatens the childhood and well-being for many of
these children and young people. Their innocence is stolen. Their lives are marked with the
ambiguities of postmodern philosophies. They may be highly connected in a borderless
digital world but ironically highly disconnected in the real world—from parents,

neighbours, friends, community, and, worst of all, themselves.

Millions of children in prosperous homes and highly developed countries are suffering
from neglect, lack of parental care, nurture, and protection. Too many children lash out in
violence, mimicking or influenced by what they learn from television and Hollywood. Too
many teenagers hate themselves. Too many children are confused and discouraged by the

disheartening premises of postmodernism:

m Life is absurd and has no meaning.
m There is no truth.
m You are the only one who cares about yourself; therefore

m Don’t trust anything or anyone.



Many children are raised in environments of hatred, injustice, mistrust, and confusion.
Many are caught up in complex adult problems, including divorce and sexuality. Inwardly
they cry for adults to help them find their true selves and purpose in life. Outwardly, they

act out their frustrations in tragic and self-destructive ways.

It is ironic that parents may spend the least time with their children in cultures with the
most leisure time. Countries with the easiest access to family counseling and services often
have the highest divorce rates. Materialism draws attention away from making better
families toward making bigger pay checks. These are just a few issues that demonstrate a
trend of cultural values shifting away fro