Xenophobia, Forgiveness, and the Gospel

Responding to the Rising Tide of Hate with the Good News of Forgiveness

Introduction: 
· Magda’s story; Renate’s story
· Xenophobia:

· The reality

· The resurgence

· The root

· The remedy

· The alien in our midst

· God’s perspective on the alien
· Our struggle with God’s perspective – So what can we learn from…

A Case Study:  Xenophobia and the First Century Church

· God orchestrated the circumstances to further the spread of the Good News

· God prepared aliens and enemies to seek – Cornelius’ story

· God prepared sons and daughters to speak --  Peter’s story

· Opponents rose up from within the household of God

· God defined the basis of inclusion

Some lessons for the Church Today

· Identify our opportunity  -- Dani’s story

· Identify the aliens whom God wants to reach – Kata’s story

· Acknowledge our reluctance to reach out and to receive 

· Recognize the danger if we refuse

· Go out with the Gospel

· Uphold the essentials; allow for diversity

· Anticipate opposition from within, not just from without – Andrew’s story

· Don’t be surprised if…

Conclusion – a warning from Jonah

· God’s command --  “Go to Nineveh” – the enemy/alien

· God’s challenge – “Should I not have compassion on Nineveh?”
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